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UPDATES 
ACHIEVEMENT DAY

The end of the school year 
in July was rounded off with 
Achievement Day.  Bishop Paul 
McAleenan presented each 
student with a gold medal 
which was designed by one of 
our tutors and an achievement 
certificate.  The medals each 

had the symbol ‘A Place to Grow’ on them which was the 
theme for our past year. Drum Studio, Dance Steps, the 
Book Club and Dance Studio performed for us, and the 
afternoon was rounded off with strawberries and cream 
in the orchard.

SATURDAY CLUBS
The North London Saturday 
Clubs have started a 
raised allotment at Cat Hill 
Allotments.  The students 
have been planting 
potatoes, onions, tomatoes 
and beetroot and proudly 
showed them off on 

Allotment Open Day on the 16th June.  The group have 
great fun there and have made friends in the community, 
who are very generous to them.

ST JOSEPH’S REMEMBERS 
The ‘Place to Grow’ class 
made this moving tribute 
for Remembrance Day 
out of recycled wood 
and metal of a soldier by 
a grave.  Students Josh 
and Radek made three 
copies - two for local 
parishes and one for St 

Joseph’s.  The soldier stands in reverse arms as though 
at a graveside on a World War I battlefield.  Josh will 
be leaving St Joseph’s shortly as he has been offered a 
carpentry apprenticeship, sponsored by MENCAP at the 
College of Haringey, Enfield and North East London.

LOURDES 2019
St Joseph’s is already 
looking ahead to the 
week of Saturday 20th 
July to Friday 26th July 
2019 when we will 
be taking a group of 
pilgrims to Lourdes 
with the Diocese of 
Westminster.  If you 
are interested in joining us, please contact Sue Pratt on 
sue@rcdow.org.uk  as places are limited.

SYMBOLS OF FAITH WORKSHOPS
Symbols of Faith offers 
parents, priests and 
catechists creative insights 
and ideas on the faith 
formation and sacramental 
preparation of people with 
learning disabilities, which 
is in keeping with Church 
teaching.  It recognises the 
gifts and talents of people 
with learning disabilities.  
The materials are adaptable, flexible and appropriate 
to their ability, to help them come to know the person 
of Christ, who leads us to the Father through the Holy 
Spirit. Recent workshops took place in the Italian Church 
and Homerton parishes, in October.  The next courses are 
in South Ruislip on the 19th January and in Hendon on 
2nd February (more details on the back cover). There will 
be two further  workshops to be held in Hertfordshire in 
March - dates and venues to be confirmed.

OUTREACH NEWS
Masses celebrating the gifts of all people continue 
throughout the Diocese. The ever popular Saturday 
Clubs continue - details on the back cover.  The Kingsland 
parish Saturday Club on the first saturday of the month 
is looking for more attendees.  It takes place from 1.00 
to 3.00pm at the church hall of Our Lady & St Joseph, 
Kingsland.  Please contact Sue Pratt at sue@rcdow.org.uk
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MULTI-CULTURAL DAY
Our popular annual event was 
celebrated at the beginning of 
October in the marquee.  Despite 
the only wet and cold day in a 
long spell of warm, sunny autumn 
days, more than 40 students and 
their carers turned up to dance 
to international tunes and do 
the conga between the tables.  
A wonderful spread of Indian, 
Sri Lankan, Spanish, Italian and 
English food was made by staff and volunteers. There 
were also a few raffle prize winners, such as one of our 
students pictured here.  Thank you to everyone who 
supported the event.

MAD HATTER’S TEA PARTY
To ring the changes, instead 
of holding the Jazz and Wine 
evening; St Joseph’s held a 
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party for our 
students.  About 50 guests 
tucked into sandwiches, home-
made biscuits, fruit cake, 
cupcakes and lemon drizzle 
while listening to the wonderful 
singing of Antonio, one of our 

tutors who runs the Drum Studio.  Hats were worn and 
the room was decorated by our students with themes 
from Alice-in-Wonderland.  Perhaps a new tradition at St 
Joseph’s of turning wine into tea.

NEWMAN HOUSE VOLUNTEERS FAIR
The Catholic chaplaincy for London Universities held it’s 
annual volunteering fair on the 15th October at Newman 
House on Gower Street.  St Joseph’s was represented and 
4 new volunteers were signed up.

ST KATHARINE KASPER
The Sisters in the convent at St 
Joseph’s recently celebrated the 
canonisation of their foundress, 
Mother Katharine Kasper on 
the 14th October in Rome.  Sr 
Anthony went to Rome and met 
up with other religious from 
their worldwide congregation 
of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus 
Christ.  Founded in Germany, 
they are now a worldwide 
congregation who work in education, care of the elderly 
and the support of refugees among other good works.

FROM OUR CENTRE MANAGER

Dear Friends

Welcome to our Caritas St 
Joseph’s  Winter Newsletter 
2018 as we look towards  
Advent and the Christmas 
season.  We are privileged to 
have the support of the Diocese 
and Caritas Westminster.  

With this in mind we are 
now focusing our efforts on 
joining the Diocese’s annual 

pilgrimage to Lourdes in July of next year.  St Joseph’s 
goes on pilgrimage every two years with Westminster 
Diocese and this will be our 7th visit.  It is a wonderful 
way for our students, their families and carers and some 
of our outreach families to come together for a week 
and give thanks for the precious gifts and talents that 
we all have in our lives.  Understandably we have to start 
fundraising now to be able to support as many pilgrims 
as possible to be able to join us for this life changing trip.

Our Carol Concert with gospel drama this year will be led 
by Bishop Paul McAleenan on Saturday 8th December 
and as usual will be followed by our Christmas Market 
after the service so that you can see and buy all the 
wonderful goods that our students make. Another 
chance to do this is at the Middlesex University Christmas 
Fair on Thursday 6th December.  If you are local to 
Hendon, do pop by and meet our staff and volunteers 
who will be promoting the work of St Joseph’s.

None of this wonderful work would be possible without 
the true dedication of our staff and volunteers and we 
are truly grateful for all of them, both on-site in Hendon 
and throughout the parishes.

It also would not be possible without the generosity 
of all of you, who buy our goods and Christmas cards 
(available from the reception) and also donate to us 
through our Christmas appeal, which is on the enclosed 
separate flyer. So many thanks to all of you.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all and 
your families, a peaceful and joyful Advent season.

Gail Williams
Centre Manage
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GO SCOTT GO!

Scott is a student at St Joseph’s.  He attends Musical Showtime, Voice Box, Keep Fit 
and Music &  Recording, as well as volunteering in the art room and the kitchen. 

If that wasn’t enough, he also found the time to take part in the Mencap 5km 
around Hyde Park in October.  It is the first time that he has taken part in 
something like this.  His brother who works for Mencap went round arm in arm 
with him.

At the start participants were encouraged to warm up with star jumps to 
music.  He enjoyed it so much that he began dancing to the music.  There was 
a wonderful atmosphere with the crowd encouraging everyone along the way. 
At the finish line, Scott was delighted to be presented with a medal and t-shirt.

UPDATE FROM CARITAS WESTMINSTER

It has been a busy time at Caritas Westminster lately, with the launch of our 
new social enterprise service, SEIDs, which stands for Social Enterprise Ideas 
Development. The hub is based in Wembley and offers co-working facilities 
to help develop business ideas in a productive, supportive environment, with 
room for meeting and workshops. The social enterprise project as a whole 
offers mentoring, training, access to experts, and all kinds of other benefits to 
provide meaningful work and help people get into social enterprise.  This is an 
exciting new chapter for Caritas Westminster and we are looking forward to 
sharing it after it is officially opened by the Cardinal in January. 

Caritas is continuing to encourage people and parishes to help refugees, but we recognise that not every parish can 
host a refugee family, so on 11th October we hosted an event to show the many ways groups and individuals could 
help refugees in the diocese.  It was very well attended and all of the organisations who spoke or had stalls said they 
were really pleased there were so many people wanting to help. This was reflected in the attendees who said it was 
encouraging to see how many different ways there are to contribute. 

Over the summer Development Workers Edward de Quay and Una Daly and Volunteer Coordinator Verity Sykes 
moved on from Caritas. We were very sad to see them go, as they have all contributed enormously to the mission of 
Caritas. We wish them the best of luck in their new roles! This also means there will be some new faces joining the 
Caritas team in the coming months. 

This year the Deaf Service joined Welwyn Garden City parish pilgrimage to 
Avignon in France. In 1308 Pope Clement V announced that the new home of 
the papacy would be Avignon, 7 Popes then led the church from Avignon so 
there are many impressive buildings and religious sites in the area including 
the Pont d’Avignon, which is a UNESCO world Heritage Site. The pilgrimage 
was led by Fr Norbert Fernandes who helped everyone there to reflect and 
enjoy the spiritual aspects as well as the sightseeing. 

John Coleby
Director, Caritas Westminster

caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk

 
 



OUTREACH DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Advent Inclusive Service, Saturday 1st December 
at 1.45pm with activities, followed by a service and 
then a bring and share tea
Ealing Abbey coffee bar- approach from Montpellier 
Avenue, W5
Advent Inclusive Mass, Sunday 16th December  
at 6.30pm
Mary Immaculate and St Gregory’s Church, Barnet.
Preparation from 5.00pm
Symbols of Faith Workshop, Saturday 19th 
January from 2.30-5.30pm
St Gregory the Great Church Hall, South Ruislip

LOOKING FORWARD 

  

                                                                                        
                   

Symbols of Faith Workshop, Saturday 2nd February 
from10.00am- 2.00pm
Our Lady of Dolours Church Hall, Hendon
Saturday Clubs, 3.00 - 5.00pm
Continue in Whetstone, Finchley Church End, New 
Southgate and Enfield.
Every Monday, 7.00 - 9.00pm
Church of the Annunciation, Burnt Oak
Every Last Tues of the Month, 7.00 - 9.00pm
St B’s Club, Ealing Abbey
Third First Sat of the Month, 1.00 - 3.00pm
Our Lady & St Joseph Church Hall Kingsland
Every First Sat of the Month, 2.00 - 4.00pm
St Peter in Chains RC School Hall, Stroud Green

Contact Sue Pratt on sue@rcdow.org.uk 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 
Come and celebrate Advent 
with us at our annual Christmas 
Carol Service on Saturday 
8th December at 6pm.  There 
will be a service in the chapel 
with our students acting out 
the gospel drama, lighting of 
the tree outside with prayers 
for our intentions, followed 
by mince pies and mulled wine inside and a chance to 
buy St Joseph’s Christmas cards and gifts made by our 
students. If you would like to add your intention to 
our prayers, please fill out the enclosed form or email 
thushari@stjoseph.org.uk

Christmas cards are also being sold at the reception - £3 
for a pack of 10.  Support St Joseph’s while sending your 

STUDENTS’ CHRISTMAS DISCO
All our St Joseph’s students are invited to celebrate 
Christmas and the end of term at our Christmas Disco 
before the end of term. Father Christmas will be dropping 
down the chimney during the evening.

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
St Joseph’s is taking a stall at the Middlesex University 
Christmas Fair on Thursday 6th December, from 11am 
to 4.30pm.  We will be selling soap, woodwork from Our 
Enterprise, and arts and crafts from the various classes 
made by our students.    The fair is taking place in the car 
park of the Uni, just five minutes walk from St Joseph’s. 
Do come along and say hello! 

For more info, please contact Thushari on thushari@stjoseph.org.uk
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                    I would like to support Caritas St Joseph’s in their work with people with intellectual disabilities:
            
                   Name:                                                                  Tel No:                                                Email:

                   Address:                                                                                                                                                                                      

                   Donation Amount:          £10              £25              £50              £100              £200              Other:            
                              If you pay tax, please complete the Gift Aid declaration available on our website as well
                              as ticking and dating the box to the right.  Our full Terms and Conditions concerning  
                              Gift Aid are available on our website.
                                      l enclose a cheque payable to ‘St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre’ OR I would like to donate by:

                              Cash                  Visa/Mastercard                    Maestro/Delta/Visa Debit

                   Name on Card:                                                                                  Signature: 

                   Card Number:                                                                                    Expiry Date:              /               CSV Number:                                Date:

Postcode:
I wish Gift Aid to apply to the enclosed 
donation and I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax 
and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current 
tax year than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations, it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.
Date:                                           Ref: + SJHE

Gift Aid

 DD/MM/YY

  DD/MM/YY

You can also donate online
at www.justgiving.com/sjpc
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responsibility to pay any difference.
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Send us your inten�ons and 
we will shine a light on our 
tree: 

———————————–
———————————–
———————————–
———————–————
—————–——————
—————————–—— 
Send by post or to  

thushari@stjoseph.org.uk 


